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Tim Booth is out there..
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Whatever happened to lvan Passer? Now there's
a question. 1t was Ivan Passer who directed the
1974 movie “Law and Disorder”, starring Carol
OConner and Emest Borgnine as a couple.
elderly New York vigilantes . and featuring the
wreat Karen Black as a ditzy hairdresser. Way
. where it said "music
boy” . was the name of Andy Badale.

Andy Badale . the Brooklyn-bom son of an
lalian father and American mother , had grown
up in a musical household (opera, classical.
jazz) and he himsef wrote many musical scores.
In 1986 he wrote a score that still plays eerily in
the heads of all who saw the movie : David
Lynch's "Blue Velvet”. Badale , spoting all the
alian sumames in the films credits (Rosseli
Canso . De laurentis) decided the time was now
nown under his real name . Angelo

Three vears later , in 1989 , Badalamenti wrote
the music and Lynch wrote the lyrics for one of
the svangest and most beguling lbums aryone
had ever heard , “Floating into the Night” ,
s o 1 e e e of
Tim Booth . the singec of James, living
thousands of miles away in Manchester
Eoalod, Budsimert sbscquenly. sooned
Lymelts TV sees T
"Wild at Heart",

“Tim Booth has never lmgollen what it was like
tolisten to "Floating into the Night".

Shorly afterwards . Tim was told by a
clainoyant that he would leap creatively
skyward if he worked "with a man with the
name of an angel”. Hmmm. Who could she
mean? Peter Gabriel ? Well James did later
record the “Laid” album at Gabriels Real world
studios , but thats cheating a bit . Angela
Morley ? Yes , she used 1o be a man (Wally
Scatt . the csteemed '60's pop orchestrator)
before undergoing a change of sex and a rethink
of nomenclature

Realistically . though it had to be Angelo

[Release

Badalaments One problem . they had never met
and didnt look likely to

Fate steps in [0 the carly nincties . a g
Bitish music show called Friday Night at the

ad a running theme of bringing mgclh:r
musicians from disparate genres and cultures (
eg. Richard Thompson and David Byme) and
letting them play together. The producers asked
Tim Booth if there was anybody in the world
with whom he would like 1o collaborate.
“Angelo Badalamenti * he replicd.

"My (musical ) world is a ltle bit dark * says
Badalamenti A litle bit off-centre. I think of it
as uagically beautiful. Thats how 1 would
describe what [ love best: tragically beautiful *

im Booths' world , by contrast . had known the
restrictions of an English boarding school . the
of University drama courses . the
exhilaration of  shamanic dancing  and
influencing him at every wm , the life changing
truths inherent in the music and ant of Patti
Smith and lggy Pop. These were the  icons
whose flame he constantly aspired to as 2
member of James. bone and blood and skin-of-
the-teeth creative explosions

In New Jersey. the fiftysomething Badalamenti
had never heard of Tim me
Contacted by phone he agreed in theory 10 @
collaboration . provided somebody sent him all
the James albums and Tim was free to travel

to New York. Tim said yes. The producers of
Friday Night at the Dome would film the projeet
. whatever it might be - Everyone was excited
notleast Tim. Then Tim got flu and was advised
not to fly. The producers went without him . to
see a David Byme concent While in the
states.the us car-crash cbroken
Himbs. hospitalisations Tim would have been in
that car. Fate limps

Fate disappears for a while. Not wishing to let

e

that collaboration flicker out before it had even
started . Angelo told Tim 10 fax him some
pocms and he'd see if they sparked any musical
ideas. "1 sent him some poems and heard nothing
back from him.* Tim recalls. Over in New
Jersey . Angelo read the pocms and wondered
what the MII they were all about

these strange . lyric messages on my answering
achin =+ Angel Says “h was ke having &
stalker.”

Then in 1993 as a Booth-Badalamenti get
together was looking somewhat optimistic . Paul
MeCartney telephoned Angelo and asked him to
come to London 1o orchestrate a song for him .
which  he Meanwhile James'
groundbreaking acoustic tour had just reached
London. This put Tim and Angelo in the same
city at last. Angelo saw James at the Town &
Country , found Tims performance to be
"appealing” and went backstage, where they met
for the firt time. “He said, Anything you want to
N

Angelo requested a shorter poem this time. Tim"
wrote him one somebody climbing up

someone’s spine and tunnelling in through the

eardrum-my usual body obsessives ™

Angelo retumed to America while Tim went off
1o do the Eno sessions that would comprise the
two James albums "Laid" and "Wah Wah". In
the spring of 1994, Tim took a holiday in New
York where he and Angelo met for the second
time. In the interim , Angelo put Tims' "spine”
poem to music. They immediately recorded it
(didnt make it on to the album in the end)in
New York studio and Tim took the tape back to
Mercury Records , who gave the project a green
light

“Tim and | decided that we'd got something and
we really liked each other , and we could throw
each other thunderbolts and inspire each other.”
Angelo recollects. * I think the record label
thought . God knows what these guys are going
10 come up with., but s ive them a shot

When Tim retwmed to New York later that”
summer of 1994, they began work for real |

cecording most of the songs for “Booth and the
Bad Ange day improvisational period
with Tim singing . Angelo playing keyboards
and American session men plaving bass and
drums (hacking vocahsts include Brian Eno.
o bimsel on L s B .
Dance of the Bad Angels”. the ]
singer Chioe Goodeni

‘;

The songs they wrote surprised both of the
callaborators . For sure . songs like "I Believe”.
“Dance of the Bad Angels” , and “Fall in love
with e (their musical favoutite) are entirely in
keeping with the floating ethereal quality of
Badalamenti's music for Julee Cruise and Twin
Peaks. However "Hit Parade" and "Old Ways" !
are hook-packed pop songs and would be the
envy of any young bar

"What you do when you improvise " Tim
believes s you try not o censor it at any
stage/Old Ways' even though it very catchy .
asnt hasnt got a chorus . Wed

encouraging each other, without thinking of
where anything was going . Then when you end
up with a pop song you'e really shocked”

Back in England with the tapes, Tim played the
albums’ trump card . A fan of Bemard Butler ,
whose own collaboration with David McAlmont
was at the time stll under wraps, Tim gave the
songs to the guitarist 10 play on (he plays on
seven ) "Bemard was an amazing chance” says

‘We needed a guitar player and Id heard
he'd feft Suede. We ended up putting 2
him on the album sleeve because we felt he'd
added a huge amount to the record." As well as
playing guitar . some bass and some piano on the.
album . Butler also mixed six of the songs (Tim
Simenon mixed a further two). As Angelo says,
"I met Bemard in New York and he's quite an
unassuming man on the ouiside . But he sure
gets into it when he's in the studio- you know ,
watch out,

Thanks to Bernard Bulers’contributions * Booth
and the Bad Angel” was now finished - The two
worlds had collided and made a third world: a
haunting . lingering record that stands on its own
and doesnt undermine the talent of either man.
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Tim has got such a great future * says Angelo with admiration "He's so deep, he's so expressive
& can go anywhere . You can introduce him to chord pattems that he is not used to knowing , and
&'s able to go there . | think Tim's going to be in the movies . man . | think he's going to be a great
ctor, because he's got t."

He's a lovely man", Tim says fondly of The Bad Angel. "We didn't have one disagreement .It was
uch an enjoyabie time | didn't want it to end.”

looth And The Bad Angel release a single ‘I Believe’ on June 3d. The album is released by
‘ontana on July 1st.

JP: How mgimen{ed were the eéﬂy
and Angelo?

| TB:lsent Angelo a few things and then he came to &

hinks he got more of my ene Tgot
a lot more work on the recor¢ (han he did.




JP: How did you get Bernard Butler involved in the project?
TB: He'd been a James fan and had got signed t-shirts and
things , so he was happy to talk to me . | just played him some
songs down the phone and he was like "Yeah , these are
great”.

JP:You obviously brought the tapes back and gave them to
him to work on .

TB: No, | worked with him in a studio in Liverpool and then we
went and mixed them later on in London.

JP: What was your reaction when you listened to these ‘post-
Butler ‘tapes ?

TB: It was like 'Wow' . Angelo wasn't there so | was a bit
worried that he wouldn't like what I'd done . What Bernard did
was so amazing it was definately another dimension we
couldn't have plannedfor. We were just incredibly lucky to
stumble on it.

JP: The single " | Believe", what do you think of the reviews in
the music press ?

TB: | haven't seen any.

JP: Do you read your own reviews ?

TB: Not usually , not English ones , | read others , | don't trust

them.

JP: What effect do these reviews have on you or people
buying the album ?

TB: It's not really my concern , it's nothing | can change so |
don't really worry about it .

JP: What tracks have been shortlisted for future single
releases ?

TB: "Old Ways" looks like the next one.

"Fall in love with me" will definately be a single.

Maybe "Dance of the Bad Angels"

JP: Will "Fall in love..." be changed for the single .

TB: We're not sure , we might do something different with it .
JP: In an interview you stated that originally you were going to
build it up with an orchestra behind it but in the end you stayed
with a drum machine .

TB: James did a good version , which is very interesting with
cellos and violins and melatrons (?) which is totally different , so
there might be some way of bringing those elements into it .
JP: As. lhp lead singer of James you've gone into a new venture
yet it is promoted as “Tim from James". Is there a danger of giving

preconceptions of the musical content of the album ?
TB: Its mn only way they can market it really. That's the reality of
the mi
JP: The press release doesn't say how Tim Simenon was involved
in mixing the all
T8B: vﬂmtwne back to England | had quite a fight with the
record y . They wanted me to use one of their guys to do
the mnﬁngand it took me a long time . | knew he was a very
textural mixer and that he gets lovely sounds , very good sounds .
| didn't was right for the other songs that peaked and had
kinda ﬁl’ and so that 's why he's on those two and Bernard
is on lta re exciting ones.

e their any alternative versions of Bernards tracks ?

record company guys insisted he could do "I
|e on the CD'single). This is u%’baby inthe end,

for10yearr he's been in a few
everletanu%lcm until we've

giving
t effects has working with Angelo had on your own
working practise ?




TB: A kind of more relaxed attitude and we were getting on
really well with the band . It's done us good.

JP: When are we going to see "Booth and the Bad Angel” live ,
with support from "James". ? Would you be able to do 2
performances a night ? Who would be headlining ?

TB: It would be shared as "Booth and the B.A" would be played
by James , they've been playing the T.V. shows in England with

JP Thels are no scheduled live dates for this album. Why ?

TB: We have to sell a million before we can do that.

JP: How many of the last James album were sold ?

TB: About a million I think.

JP: The arrangements on the evening session . Was that

James ?

TB: Yes it was, worked a couple of days on their own and

then | came in and | didn't have to do much , they came up with
"Fall in love with me".
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Classic
Blitz May 86

Bruce Dessau meets
four
from
Manchester who are
most definitely not The

JAMES 5
vegetarians

Smiths.

"Allo, mam..."
James are a four piece. A
Manchester  four-piece They
released two fine singles on Factory
records . James I and JamesII ,which
were cult hits. We are sprawled
across a sunlit floor , and as the tape
starts to roll , drummer Gavin
Whelan instantly ~ dispels the
traditional image of bands with
these credentials with  those
introductory two words

James comprise Whelan , Larry
Gott on guitar , Jim Glennie on bass
and singer Tim Booth .Where
Glennie and Gott affect an air of
polite normality , Whelan borders on
an acceptable face of a post-punk ,
post- Joy Division Moon -the-Loon

an offstage dottiness ("agent
provocateur”) and an onstage

the positively ethereal quality of

Booth . From his pale , unlined

complexion to his cowpat coloured

booties the shape of Cornish pasties

,Booth resembles nothing so much
as an elfin spirit.

intellectualism - words like relate

his lips - with an acute sense of
the absurd . When he sings , a
joyous noise rents the air and his
delicate frame explodes into life .

Last November (Armistice Day in
fact) , James severed links with
Factory and signed to Seymour
Steins' Sire Records , a marriage
which has so far resulted in one
single , Chain Mail , and an as yet
untitled LP produced by none other
than former Patti Smith Band
guitarist , lanky Lenny Kaye

On Chain Mail , Kaye has taken
James 'oft ferred-to  rustic

% topless torso . This is balanced by getting on with making music . And
1§l

not getting obsessed by image."

Indeed . Image . Are James not the
band that two years ago were taken
under the wings of Morrissey and
tagged as the Smiths Mark II ? It

When he speaks , an inner must be said that James are not now
tranquillity combines a spiritual ), nor have they ever been , The

Smiths MarkIl . They may share

and flow tumble constantly from )Morrisseys vegetarianism , but they

produce a meaty , beefy sound all
their own and no one can say that
Tim Booth can't sing for tofu

Live James deliver surprise on a
plate . The night after we met they
played to an alcohol-free audience in
London ("Booze is no big deal , but
if you see a gig sober , you will
remember it afterwards.") - an
intense experience for all . While
Gott and Glennie supply climactic
strings , Whelan goes wildman ,
giving the drums a damn good
thrashing . But Booth is the star

melodies and has rocked them out
to fine effect. The ions of

)p.]c d and pastieshod , he
works  himself into a

limp-wristedness thrown at the
Factory James must now be thrown
away . They are as much a part of -
yet apart from - rocks fabric as Echo
and the Bunnymen or Lloyd Cole .
"The best thing about Lenny"
explains Tim "was that he seemed to
sense a similarity of attitude to his
old band - one of not caring about
pressures of the business , just

) i during the i

breaks , and does the most athletic
of all dances ,arms flailing wildly
and directionless ,as if trying to
escape from an invisible strait-jacket
while his backbone follows in hot
pursuit. A performance . In the past
Tim Booths' vocals had bordered
somewhat on the mannered , adding
to the air of pretension that
surrounded their gigs . But gone

now is his rain-in-Spain dictation ...

"The only reason 1 used to
overintonate was because of bad
PA's so 1 had to sing clearly for
people to pick up the words .I've
always wanted the words to be
listened to but I've since found out
that people only ever listen to
choruses ,so0 in the new songs I'm
just going to mumble the
versesMaybe at future concerts
welll have a backscreen with the
choruses written on them and a guy
with a big stick pointing the words
out to the audience.."

An inner radiance pervades James.A
camera appears and smirks are
replaced by snarls all round. "The
only reason everybody says that
Factory bands are miserable",
hypothesises Gavin ,"is that they
only see them in photos. And it's not
easy to smile wistfully at a
chandelier on cue..."
An impish grin sneaks out of the
comers of Tim Booths' face and
spreads from mouth to mouth A
camera says cheese , and James
return the compliment



Booth and the
Bad Ang€el

ALBUM REVIEW BY SU PUDE

| didn't know what to expect when the album arrived on my
doormat , was it going to be James of the early 90's or more like
Wah-Wah ? But it was neither really but a combination of both .

I'd heard 'l Believe' on the radio and it spoke of an uplifting album
full of open , landscaped views .But what of the album after track
17

It has love songs ('Fall in love with me', 'Stranger') which are both
melodic and soothing in the ‘Cresoando vein .

Upbeat , catchy songs that you can't help dancing to ( the brilliant
'Old ways , which has got to be a top 10 hit, Hit Parade ).

Tim described the album as textural and it's hard to find a more
accurate description.

There are floating tracks with unearthly backing vocals (‘Dance of
the bad Angels' and 'Rising’).yet what makes the album is Tim
Booths voice , and the way he delivers an inspired and
atmospheric vocal on an album whose tempo ebbs and flows like
the chapters of a good book.

A shame then , that the Phil Collins-esque 'Life gets Better'
seems to distract you from an otherwise engrossing plot.

Personally , | feel this is a good album , and one which is the first
step to a promising collaboration . If the follow up can be as good
, Il buy it . And that's the biggest recommendation | can give any
record

ere
was a problem . Last
train home: 8pm and
my loving Mum
wouldn't et me sleep
at the station . But [
would not be

Well, tickets were
purchased and [
managed to get a ift
to Salisbury , from
where my Gran
took me back to his
hometown - Swindon
. From here I got the
train to Bristol and
managed to find the
Colston Hall.
However | was

dismayed to find mysel n an all seaes
all 2

and taken back to Bournemouth .

After taxi / train fares , t-shirts etc. I had
no money lelt just memories of another
conquering james experience .

ka god they played closer to home in

s james worth the bother ?
OF COURSE THEY ARE 1!

Andy Rees
Editors note:
Andys' letter reminded me of when [ was
younger , and how much hassle living out
of town can present to concert
attendance. If you are interested in
attending concerts , whether as passenger
or Driver , send us your phone no. and we
can pass this on to other [ans in your area
as and when tours arc announced so
everyone can attend , regardiess of age (
God s now 1 feel AND sound old 1)



This list is only-for guidance. Any amendments or
correctiomns , as‘usual are welcome. It eentains
only U.K reledses. 7

Village fire (FAC 138) © Yaho

What's the world 2 Mosquito.
Folklore New Nature
Fire so close Left out of her will
If things wer fs e 1
Hymn from a Sit Down (RTT22.

3 £ Sitdown: oo
Chain Mail (JIM 3T) Goin' away
Chain mail Sound investment
Hup springs. Sky is falling
Uprising

Come Home (RTT245.

So Many Ways (JIM 4T Comie home
So Many ways Promised land
Justhipper Slow right down
Withdrawn

How was it 4U?(JIM512

How was(7im Palmer mix)

What for? (neg 31T

What for ?(climax mix) Hymn from a village*
Island swing Lazy

Not There

Yaho (neg 26T

How was it 4U?(JIMM512):

How was(7im Palmer mix)
How was(James mix)

Undertaker

Come Home(JIM612
Come Home(flood mix)
Fireaway

Stutter*

Come Home(JIMM612) «
Come Home*
Goldmother(Warp remix)
Come Home(remix)

Lose Control(JIM712)
Lose control

Sunday morning

Out to get you

Sit Down(JIM812
Sit Down*
Tonight

Sit Down

Sound(JIM912
Sound
All my sons

Come Home(Youth pressure dub mix)

Born of Frustration (JIM1012

Bom of frustration
Be my prayer

Sound(Diceman mix)

Ring the Bells(JIM1112

Ring the bells

Fight

Come Home(skunk weed skank mix)
Once a friend

Sometimes(JIMX13)
Sometimes

America

Building a charge

Jamj (JIMX15)
contains 4 mixes of
jamj

n.b *-indicates live
track

JIM512 was packaged
with a stencil
JIMX13 was packaged

with a colour print

'Once a friend' on RTB
is exclusive to the 12"
release



PeYp 20. Pressures on Change
James Top Tan 20: Bk

43. All my sons
22. Honest Joe 44. Be my prayer
In previous issues we asked for 23. Lose Control 45. Once a friend
your favourite james tracks. Well 24. Lullaby 46. Heavens
, here they are. 25. Next Lover 47. Island swing
26. Five-0 . 48. Say something
27. Protect me 49. Undertaker

28. Promised Land  50. Vulture

29. Really Hard 51. Government

30. Jamj Walls

31. Johnny Yen 52. So many ways

32. Why so close

33. If things were

perfect Thanks to everyone who
34.8Sandman  retymed their lists. As soon

35. Chainmail 55 we sort out who was
gg gti‘;ltae? Party closest to the final order we
12. Crescendo 17.1 of the 3 38. Goalies Ball o, *o' ! ® Free (7=
13. Tomorrow 18.What's the 39. Skindiving g :
14. Stripmining world 40. Skullduggery
15. Folklore 19. Hymn from a 41. Are you ready

16. Burned village J 42. Weather



Discordo by The Diagram Brothers ( ORG21 )

At a time that Tim Booth is making all the headlines with a
'non james' project , it may be news to many of you that prior
to joining james , Andy Diagram released records with
independent label New Hormones'.
This 10" single is a four track e.p and to say it's a little weird
would be like saying Eric Cantona is quite well known .
The single is about as far away from anything james have
released and as such may be of little interest to all but
completests. The Diagram Bros. also released an album , but
any other releases are not known to me.
The music is played out on waste paper bins , meat trays and
other recognised instruments . The title track takes on a
pseudo dance lyric , instructing you to :
"Stretch you arms and legs out straight"
"Pull them back immediately"
"You will march very quickly"
You are then told to :
" Put your head in a plastic bag !"
The other three tracks are very 'Knocked up in a bedsit '
affairs.
Full tracklisting:
Discordo (3.15)
My Dinner (2.46)
Fondue Soiree (3.30)
Cherry Blossom (2.08)

Expect to pay £5-£8 (in mint condition)

Amnesty International picture disc
Does anybody know the story behind the Amnesty
International 7" James picture discs ?

For those who haven't seen this item , it is a recording
of what appears to be a press conference where
questions are mostly concerned with the relationship
between Amnesty International and music in general .
As far as I could tell the recording does not include any
members of James .

The picture on the 7" is the band wearing Ja-m-es t-
shirts .

I have also seen a similar Amnesty 7" with a picture
disc of the band in the "early days" i.e. with Gavan
Whelan .

Does the recording actually include members of James
9

Andy Rees

We regqiure articles on : James live ,bootleg ,

promo , import , compilation appearances and
opinions on the new Tim Booth album and the
Evening Session tracks( see below,

BRI AR RT I LRI REI
Tim's Radio 1 Session goes §

& outJuly tst-4th at 7pm. &
3
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This section allows you to swap / seﬂ?buy any ja ]
items. As it has been a while since the last issue ofC/o S l
have erased all wanteds except:

. Wanted: Any guitas&hords for jam bf

For sale: Lose Control 12" (£5.50)..

4trk alburfy§ampler (Booth & the Bad Angel}
Jjames 'swatch' style watch

TALKIN L

fa\ ‘
)\nother james fans internet address:
WATSON@CENAC NICH EDUY 70| s

[

O \ a \~Faikin Loud

u MERCHANDISE

CONCERT AUDIO AND VIDEO
FOR LIST SEND SAE TO:

D. Briggs
PO BOX 18
BIGGLESWADE
SG18 0GR
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