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‘We have a psychotic
need to express ourselves
with James. Someone
asked me yesterday
what's our drive? And I
said personality
disorders. We all suffer
from personalities. I just

need to hit myself on the

head a few more times!
Then I'll be all right!
Tim Booth
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JUST as everything looked to be going right, Dame

Fortune kicked sand in James’ face and everything

fell apart. James fans waited for a second single,

but it would be two years before they'd release

anything. The group who should have been on the

warpam ended up completely offthe reservation.
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BY 1985, Factory wanted an album,
but James didn’t think they were good
enough yet. James also knew that
Factory wanted to release “Hymn
From AVillage”, so a compromise
was struck: the “James II”” EP, which
included “Hymn”. The EP was
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THE band may have been from Manchester, but they were
never part of the 89 Madchester movement. They saw
their former support bands Happy Mondays and The Stone
Roses speed off in pop’s fast lane while James were sti

the lay-by. The Manc wave did, however, have a ripple
effect on James, who began to loosen their screws of

puritanism and widen the scope musically.
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ON January 30, 1991, James played five numbers on top of
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told that the runway was actually 40-foot too
short for the size of the bands’ plane and the
people had actually come to witness a plane
crash.
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