








BY 1985,Factorywantedanalbum, 
butJamesdidn'tthinktheywere good 
enough yet. James also knew that 
F.ctotywantedto release "Hymn 
From A Village", so a compromise 
was struck: the"Jamesll' ' EP, which 
Included "Hymn". The EP was 
releasedtoferociousacclaim,furtlter 
inflamed when both EPs were re­
refeasedontbe"Villagefire"12· 

JAMESwent huntingfora major record 
deal and thought: their prayers kad been 
answered whenSeymourStein, mogul of 

inch. "Hymn From A Village" became 
aninstantclassicandledtohypetVentilatedassertions 

US-basedSirereconls, 
rodeintotheframe.The 

impressed with Stein's 
prevjousfinds,who 
inciudedPattiSmH:h, 
Talking Heads and The 
RamoJteS.Boottlalso 
admirec!Sire'sartschool 
pedigree.Steinwasalso 
friendswithlennyKaye, 
PattiSmith'sguitarist, 
who was later chosen to 
produce their debut 
album.ltwas,afterall, 
PattiSmithwho'd 
inspirec!Boottlatthe 
startlthetrack 
"Fairground"lsabout 
MsSmith)andasGott 
laterrecalled,"Weliked 
random connections at 
thetime." 
DuringlhooorfylomicHighlieo, 
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as much as "Sbip Mine", itWOtJid still make a profit. 

Jamesrisitedtheirbank manager at the Royal Bank Of 
Scotland, wbowasnonetoo impressed with the idea 
of funding a pop venture, despite booming tee-shirt 

sales !in one week. in Leeds,over£2,000.worth of 
Jamesmerchandlsewassoldl. They took him to a gig, 

he saw the elated reactionandagreedonthespot. 
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